Sensorivagal nature of oesophageal submucous layer nerve endings. Determination of surgical degeneration methods.
Two types of surgery were performed on domestic cats to establish the source and functional significance of the apparatuses we have denominated perivascular, perifascicular and free endings of the oesophageal submucous layer. After extirpation of the cranial regions of the sympathetic ganglionic chain, of all the cervical ganglia and of the four proximal thoracic ganglia, no Wallerian degeneration of the concerned nerve endings was observed, thus ruling out their dependence on this neural pathway. After ablation of the central portion of the nodose ganglion, of the vagal nerve. Wallerian degeneration was observed in these nerve-ending apparatuses, thus demonstrating: (i) that these nerve apparatuses depend on perikarya situated in the nodose ganglion and (ii) that they are sensory receptors.